
A Study of Hosea 
Small Group Study 

Lesson 5 

 

 

Opening 

• When caught doing something red-handed, how do you defend yourself: guilty 
(but with an excuse), guilty with no excuse, avoid the accusations, blame 
someone else?  
 

• Thinking about bread, what comes to mind (smells, tastes, textures)? What is 
your favorite thing to eat with freshly made bread? 

  
Studying 
     
    Hosea 7 – Punishment of Israel 

Open your Bible and read Hosea chapter 7:1-16 together as a group. Consider the 
following statements and questions as you study together. 

• Why is God frustrated in his desire to pardon Israel? How widespread is the 
disease? What is the problem with Israel’s view of God? 

• Look at 2 Kings 15:8-30 for context concerning Hosea 
o What is the significance of the oven imagery in Hosea 7:3-7? 
o When and how does their passion blaze into open flame? 
o What guilt do the kings share for the downfall? 

• What was the problem with Israel mixing with the other nations (v.8-10)? What 
happens to a pancake only cooked on one side? 

• What price was Israel paying for their failure to remain pure?  

• What do strength loss and graying hair indicate? What were they doing to stop 
the decaying? Was it working? Why or why not? 

• How and why is Ephraim like a dove (v.11-12)? How will God deal with them? 

• In what ways has Israel repaid God’s goodness with evil (v.13-15)? What is the 
meaning of the metaphor of Israel as a “faulty bow”? 

• How will Israel’s confidence in Egypt hurt them? What will become of their 
leaders? 

 
 



 
Application 
     

• What is wrong with “food, fun and fellowship” as the fundamental basis for one’s 
church? Compared with Ephraim, what would God say is missing? 

• In what ways do you attempt to win God’s favor: good behavior, past actions, 
promise to do better, his forgiveness, on Christ’s sacrifice (grace), other? What 
are some positive and negative attributes of the lists above? What is the only true 
way we receive God’s favor? 

• Like Ephraim, are there areas you have compromised in your personal life to 
gain favor with others: personal relationships, at work, at church, etc? How have 
these compromises affected your life and your relationships with such people? 

• What came to mind when reading v.13 “I long to redeem them?” Do you believe 
this is an honest statement? How has God redeemed us? What stands between 
us and reconciliation with God? 

• What is one specific need for repentance by Israel in this chapter? If you were in 
Israel’s position, what are the first two steps you would take to overcome that 
which you are asking repentance for? What is one specific need for repentance 
in your life? What first step can you take this week? What could hinder you from 
taking further steps to seek full redemption by God? 


